
Things to do 

& How to Do 

Them 

In DC: On the Mall 
The heart of DC. Many of DC’s most famous and          

interesting destinations are located on the Mall. At the 

north side is the Ellipse just south of the White House; at 

the east side is the US Capitol; at the south side is the 

Jefferson Memorial; and at the west side is the Lincoln 

Memorial. And in between are Smithsonian museums, 

the Washington Memorial, and many things to see and 

explore. The Mall itself is beautiful and a walk through 

will give you a glimpse of American history in its best 

light. All memorials, museums and exhibitions are free to 

the public. There is free street parking around the Mall 

and by the government buildings on weekends. 
 

Highlights: 
 

The Washington Monument: www.nps.gov/wamom/

index.htm. Recently reopened to the public, the       

Washington Monument Lodge, located along 15th Street, 

opens at 8:30 a.m. for distribution of free, same day, 

timed tickets on a first-come first-served basis. One   

person may obtain up to 6 tickets as well as request their 

preferred ticket time. All visitors (including children ages 

2+) must have a ticket to 

enter the Monument.      

During peak season, tickets 

run out quickly. Be advised 

that many visitors form a 

line to wait for the ticket 

window to open long before 

the  ticket window opens. 

Order advance tickets online 

or call 1.877.444.6777 for individual tickets or 

1.877.559.6777 for group reservations. There is a $1.50 

service charge per ticket. These tickets may be picked 

up at the “will call” window of the Washington          

Monument Lodge on the day of your tour. Availability is 

limited. 
 

Lincoln, Jefferson and FDR Memorials 

Vietnam Veterans’ Memorial 
 

Many military service memorials 
 

Smithsonian Institute: www.si.edu. All museums are 

free and open 10-5:30. Suggest: American History         

Museum. American flag, documents gallery and First 

Ladies Exhibition Hall. Air & Space        

Museum. Aircraft, spacecraft, rockets & 

missiles. Natural History Museum.       

Fossils, dinosaurs and jewels! 
 

National Gallery of Art: www.nga.gov. 

Open M-Sat., 10-5 and Su 11-6. 
 

Others to look for: 

Newseum: www.newseum.org. 555 Pennsylvania Ave, 

NW, between US Capitol & the White House. One block 

north of the Mall. Purchase tickets a day in advance: 

adults, 19-64, $22.95; Seniors, 65+, $18.95; Youth, 7-18, 

$13.95. All plus tax. Open daily 9-5. 
 

National Zoo: www.nationalzoo.com. 3001 Connecticut 

Ave. There are several zoo entrances for the 163 acre zoo. 

Parking is $22. Take Metro for ease of access. 
 

International Spy Museum: www.spymuseum.org.           

Located between 9th & 8th Streets at 800 F St., NW, a 

block from the Gallery Place/Chinatown Metrorail Station. 

Open 9-7 daily. Tickets 12-64, $21.95; and 65+, $14.95. 
 

US Holocaust Memorial Museum: www.ushmm.org. 100 

Raoul Wallenberg Pl., SW, south of the Mall. Daily 10-

5:20. Dedicated in 1993 as a living memorial to the       

Holocaust, it inspires citizens to confront hatred, prevent 

genocide, and promotes human dignity. Free; but tickets 

are required. They may be ordered in advance or request-

ed first thing in the morning. First-come, first-served.   

http://www.recreation.gov/tourParkDetail.do?contractCode=NRSO&parkId=77811


Tickets are limited and provide crowd control in the  

building. 
 

US Supreme Court: www.supremecourt.gov. The         

Supreme Court of the United States is located on First 

Street NE between East Capitol Street & Maryland         

Avenue, adjacent to the U.S. Capitol and the Library of 

Congress. M-F 9-4:30. The website gives a calendar of 

days arguments will be heard. When court is not in       

session, a variety of lectures are given. 
 

Bureau of Engraving and Printing. 

www.moneyfactory.gov. 14th & C Streets, SW. Open   

M-F, 8:30-6:00. Closed weekends. Free but tickets are 

required. They may be ordered in advance or obtained 

at the ticket booth on Raoul Wallenberg Place. 
 

Mount Vernon.  www.mountvernon.org. Located at 

3200 Mt. Vernon Memorial  Highway, Mt. Vernon, VA. 

Located close to Alexandria. Make this a day trip. It’s 

worth it! The beautifully 

restored and deeply      

respectful working farm 

and home of George 

Washington and his family. 

The 400 acre farm is a 

teaching center. Open 9-5, entrance tickets are Adults 

(12+) $17; and Seniors (62+) $16. Wear comfortable 

shoes: touring the gardens, the grounds, and the    

working farm exhibitions requires a lot of walking. Take 

a boat ride on the Potomac River to see Mount Vernon 

that way most people in the Mid-Atlantic region did at 

the time. Enjoy lunch at the Mount Vernon Inn          

Restaurant to taste delicious classic American dishes in 

a colonial setting. 
 

Ford’s Theatre. www.fords.org. Located at 511 Tenth 

St., NW. This is the 150th anniversary of President     

Lincoln’s assassination. The Theatre has a year of special 

events on the schedule. Visit the website for infor-

mation, schedules and tickets. Guided tours of the         

Theatre are available. Tickets for this cost $2.50 if      

ordered in advance or free at the box office on the same 

day. 
 

Old Town Alexandria. www.visitalexandriava.com.  

Located on the Potomac River, this beautiful and       

preserved historic district hosts many restaurants and 

shops. It is home to 82 artist studios. After enjoying an 

evening of fine dining, stroll along the waterfront and 

enjoy live music; entertainment and artists at work. 

Street parking is challenging; plan to park in a garage. 

There are several. 

 Resources 

http://washington.org. Everything to see and do in 

DC 
 

http://dc.gov. Things to see and do in DC 
 

www.fxca.com. All things Fairfax County 
 

www.wmata.com. Public transportation for bus and 

rail. Fares, schedules and routes. Trip planners. 
 

The Specialty Hotel has complementary shuttle      

service for local destinations. They have information 

on public transportation, bus/rail, rental cars,         

limousines and taxi service. 
 

Perkins, Lori. The Everything Family Guide to      

Washington, DC. 
 

Eyewitness Travel, Washington, DC, 2015 
 

Fodor’s Travel, Washington, DC, with Mount Vernon, 

Alexandria & Annapolis, 2015 
 

TourBook Guide: District of Columbia & Maryland, 

AAA 

Depending on your time and traveling plans, should 

you wish to wander farther afield, consider these 

sites: 
Drive the Skyline Drive, VA 

Monticello. Home of Thomas Jefferson. 

www.monticello.org. Charlottesville, VA 

Montpelier. Home of James & Dolly Madison.  

www.montpelier.org. Montpelier Station, VA 
 

Travel across the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. The 

Bridge is 4.3 miles and spans the Chesapeake Bay. Opened 

in 1952, the Bridge connected the urban  

communities of Annapolis, Baltimore and  

Washington to the rural Eastern Shore of Maryland  

changing the isolated lives and livelihoods of Eastern 

Shoremen forever.  
 

Visit the historic town of St. Michaels.  

www.stmichaels.org. It’s too early for Maryland’s  

famous blue crabs, but there’s plenty of other                

seafood to sample on the docks after a morning of    

browsing antique shops and visiting the Maritime          

Museum. 
 

Third Haven Friends Meeting House. Easton, MD 

Built in 1600 this Quaker Meeting House is the oldest 

standing wood structure which has been used for          

continuous service since it was built. It is open to the   

public at no charge. Located in downtown Easton.         

Parking is on the grounds. 


